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BMW Motorcycle Club Gold Coast  

Xmas Ride 2022 to Ballina 

 

I think it was Forrest Gump that said life’s like a box of chocolates, you just never know what you 
will get when you open the box. We could say that about the BMWOMCGC ride , in particular this 
years Christmams run, full of twists and turns, deliberate with the odd road block, Numinbah Val-
ley road, picture below on way to this year destination at Ballina.  

  

This years started with plans to Richmond but due to over-
whelming demand from members wanting to attend the location 
had to be shifted to accommodate more than the 22 that the 
Richmond property can accommodate, just another twist and 
turn to this years gathering for Christmas, wasn’t easy for Adri-
an too join the dots but he did what he could to try and accom-
modate everyone preferences, always a task fraught with dan-
ger ? 

 

We left Hinze “on time” and meandered our way via Numinbah 
Valley, Chillingham, Murwillumbah the lovely Burringbar Range 
to our first stop at the Billinudgel Hotel. We met up with partners 
and the ladies who wanted to ride at their own pace and route 
to our lunch time venue. The pub was very accommodating , 
our original plans were for 20 for lunch this changed to 10-15 
and ended up back at 20 on the day, we do like making last 
minutes plans, but then again life is like that a lot, you just to go with the flow, or be disappointed 
ehh. 

 

The food at Billinudgel didn’t disappoint and our spots out the back provided some much needed 
relief from the sun for a hour or so, from here we made our way to Ballina via the very scenic 
Coolamon Drive not only has this route got nice twisties but has sensational views our our coast-
line in this region. We then rode thru Bangalow up the hill and down dale past the Byron Bay Golf 
Course, Stan just had to see a golf course on route , cant help himself … we then meandered , 
some rode slower than others, another challenge in a large group and just yet another life           
example of being able to go with 
the flow or be disappointed or 
there is always the option of doing 
your thing…then rode thru Lennox 
Head and the Coast road to our 
final destinations in Ballina. 
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Afternoon drinking and few snacks after a how shower were just what the doctor ordered , some 
had a nana nap, nothing wrong with that given the demographic of the group then pre dinner 
drinks, some had more than other, just saying Ken that's all… before dinner was served. 

Normally we would run raffles etc. for charity at the 
Xmas Dinner but unfortunately the layout didn’t facilitate 
that option this year, too many other people and we 
would have been quite disruptive to their evening out, so 
Steve and the committee made the call to finish our 
more traditional Christmas activities at the next BMW 
Club Breakfast at Hinze Dam on Sunday the 4th Decem-
ber, so be there with a bit of pocket money on hand to 
support some worthwhile causes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gordon did what only Gordon does best and no that s not getting lost on way to find the best car-
rot cake in town , but to lead us yet again and an adventure ride on the Sunday, although this one 
started with nearly everyone there, Stan was left behind whilst fueling up on our way to the ferry to 
cross the Richmond river for a cruise through Ballina South before taking in the views at Evans 
Head. Gordon then took the back roads to Alstonville via so many little places that the writer lost 
count. Lunch was at Café 86 Alstonville, where again the food didn’t disappoint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some folk stayed one night whilst other stayed a bit long-
er, the flexibility of these activities add to their appeal. For 
those to stayed the extra night the sunset and dolphins put 
on a show and left us with fond memories of how fortunate 
we are to life and ride in such a great part of the planet. 
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Club Calendar 
 

2022 
 

 

 

2 Dec 12noon Ladies Who Lunch The Thai, Worongary 

 

4 Dec 8.00am Breakfast meeting, View Cafe Hinze Dam. 

  Followed by a ride of 250k approx. 
 

 

 

The club normally has two organised rides each month: on the first and 3rd  Sundays. The 

rides on the 3rd Sunday of the month may change according to the ride destination. 

Changes from the above will be notified to members via email.  

 
 

 All Newsletter Submissions 

are due to the Editor  before 

the 25th of each month 
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This being the last newsletter for the year, I would like to recap some of our club’s activi-
ties.  

The first thing that came to mind was our Kooralbyn rally. With all the time and effort in-
vested by club members was a successful weekend and a great achievement  

The ladies lunches have been very popular and will continue in the new year no doubt. 
Thanks to the organisers for making all the ladies welcome and comfortable at 
these events.  

Our social nights also have been popular and lots of fun at different venues, thanks also 
to the organisers - it doesn’t happen by itself.  

Our day rides have been many and varied and conducted with safety in mind. We still 
have a good safety record to be proud of.  

 Many members have enjoyed themselves on Safari’s and organised rides. We’ve even 
had a couple of GS weekends away.  

As I look back over 2022 I realise what a tight group our great little club remains.  

Thank you all for your commitment and contributions to the club.  

As the first Sunday in January falls on 1/1/23 we will have our January Hinze Dam break-
fast on Sunday 8/1/23. No newsletter for January as usual so our hardworking editors can 
enjoy the holidays. Thanks for the excellent newsletter during the year. A fabulous job 
well done all.  

 
Pat and I would like to wish all our club members and our Facebook followers (now at 
502) a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year for 2023.  

Steve Bryant #318 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

December 2022 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
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BMW TS Safari Launceston to Launceston 
I am an easy sale when it comes to the BMW Safari’s as I love the free T-shirt that we get 
each time. An added bonus is the number of likeminded people that get attracted to the 
event. This year Adrian, Cherie and I met up with Olivier (Oli) Grandjean and his brother 
Pierre, Oli had been on a previous TS ride with us, so he can’t blame us for not being 
warned. It also worked out that Carol Gilmour from the previous Tasmanian GS ride could 
fit in a week away, so I had a pillion. Carol is a more confident rider than me and faster on 
the corners, so I am sure there were times there where she was nodding off or mumbling 
under her breathe. That Carol had also ridden a GS Safari some years ago with Oli and 
Pierre just made the week away feel like a reunion. We also had the company of Brent and 
Robyn who are new to the club.  

As mentioned previously, Adrian had issues with his fuel 
cap, it wouldn’t open, so he needed to borrow my toolkit 
(he didn’t have one then, but does now). Turns out that 
there were no replacement fuel cap assemblies in Aus-
tralia, so one was flown out recently. Apparently BMW 
never thought someone would hit the cap closed with 
their fist so hard and regularly that it jammed. 

As is only befitting of BMW riders, the organisers had us starting at Peppers Launceston, 
spread across the 2 hotels. HQ was based in Peppers Silo, the de-
velopers had repurposed the silos as part of the hotel. 

Looking back, the week just blurred into a series of scenic 
twisting roads, views and then more views and stories over 
meals. The memorable parts were the fierce winds on the ride 
up to the Great lakes, keeping the bike upright and in place was a 
challenge. The days were dust 
free as the rains that we had in 

Victoria followed us to varying degrees, although we did 
have blue skies overlooking Strahan 

The BMW organisers were on the R1800 and some of the GS 
legends quickly morphed into the Doof Doof mentality. 
https://www.facebook.com/100001590968254/videos/
pcb.5941754365887537/892310538799980 

With two nights in Hobart, a visit to Bruny Island was on the ride map, the weather gods 
decided to lash the hotel with driving rain, and we developed Plan B, hired a mini bus and 
9 of us drove off to follow the route down for lunch on Bruny Island. On arrival the other 
riders looked like drowned rats and we felt very wise in our choice. I think we could have 
sold the vacant seats on the return journey for a profit, if only there was a way to get the 
bikes back. 

https://www.facebook.com/100001590968254/videos/pcb.5941754365887537/892310538799980
https://www.facebook.com/100001590968254/videos/pcb.5941754365887537/892310538799980
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The oysters did not disappoint at Get Shucked and the conversations on the journey back 
never got close to being sensible. Adrian was navigator and as such, he was as useful as 
pockets on a singlet and slept through some of the drive, waking only as we pulled into 
Wrestpoint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tasmania really has the food and wine scene sorted, so even small off the beaten track 
locations had great offerings. On the last day we had to visit the Pub in the Paddock at 
Pyengana, one of its attractions is the farm pigs enjoy a specially made diluted beer that 
you buy and give to them. Well on that day, they appeared to be going teetotal and 
wouldn’t engage. 

Adrian and Cherie had gone to the nearby cheese factory and it was probably here that 
Adrian punctured his rear tyre. The trouble was that after fixing the hole, another was 
spotted and so it went around on the same line for a lot of holes. The Safari crew were on 
hand to help fix, but it quickly became evident the bike was not going anywhere without a 
new tyre. 

One of the participants was in his car and offered them a ride to 
our final night back at Launceston, whilst Safari organisers ar-
ranged for a truck to pick up and drop off at Devonport, where 
that night at 10pm a new tyre was fitted, outstanding effort by 
the organisers and transport company. 

We did our best to convince Adrian that maybe it would be easier 
to just buy a new bike, that way he didn’t have to get a new tyre 
or fix the petrol cap….Cherie couldn’t see the logic in this. Where 
we originally thought it was a faulty tyre, it is now believed that 
he drove over a dead echidna, apparently, they are very common 
in Tasmania and there are a number of reported punctures this 
way. 

On the Saturday, Carol had access to a car and we dropped Adrian off at the transport 
company in Devonport so he could ride the bike back to Launceston before heading off 
with Cherie, Brent and Robyn for their wandering ride back to the Gold Coast whilst we 
flew back to start work again on the Monday. 

To minimise the Post Safari Blues (PSB), I leave the ride sticker on until I have registered 
for the next Safari. Registrations open 8am 30th November for the March GS Safari, 
Healesville to Bathurst and the office has been given the dates of when I am again work-
ing remotely 
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Club Merchandise 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Polo Shirts (Blue with white trim) ……$ 

35.00  

Club Caps (Black, White or Styled)...……...$ 34.00 

Lightweight Summer Polo Shirts……..…….$ 35.00 

Men's: Sky-Blue with white trim or White with 

Sky-Blue trim 

Ladies: White with a pale blue trim 

 

Contact John Vanzino 0414 988 619 
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As we close out 2022, I would like to wish all the members and their 
families an enjoyable and safe Christmas and look forward to riding 
with you all again next year. With so many events that seem to be 
squeezed into the period leading up to Christmas, it feels like overload, 
of course I could hold back on a few, but why? Especially when they 
are as much fun as the recent Ballina weekend away. 

The organisers really set the bar high, from choice of accommodation 
(Thanks Cherie, even if Adrian said he did it all) to the rides led by Stan 
and Gordon. Barry’s seafood restaurant will be revisited whenever 
possible. 

I am not sure how Stan was able to organise for the fallen tree on The 
Numinbah Road, but it was great to see the 1600’s get a bit of GS ac-
tion. 

 

 

EDITORS NOTE 
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https://www.teammotobmwgoldcoast.com.au/contact-us/
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Universal Joint replacement for both Double & Single ended shafts,  

Professional  installation  & High quality, grease-able bearings used. 
 

S&B Light Engineering,  2 Welch Rd, Roleystone, Perth WA 6111 
Email  :  stephen_s@iinet.net.au       ABN  :  15  765  760  080          

[Offering a quick Turn-around service] 

BMW   Motorcycle Driveshaft repair 

$140.00   Single ended shaft 

$280.00   Double ended  

$  25.00   Return Postage Australia                                      

For more information please contact   

Stephen Shelton.    Mob  0472730333   
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From Lyn Dyne 

BMW MATTERS 

The new RS 1250 R 
 
Two cylinder, air/liquid-cooled, four-stroke boxer engine, with 
two overhead spurgear driven camshafts, one counter bal-
ance shaft and BMW ShiftCam variable intake camshaft con-
trol. 
3.3 seconds 0-100 km/h   - Specifications: 

 

 
 
Club Name Badges 
 Available to all financial members.   See the 'Vice' as they will 
be available for collection at each Club Breakfast Meeting held 
at the View Cafe Hinze Dam on the 1st Sunday of each month 
from 8 am. 
 
EVENTS: 
 
2023 
3-5th March 
BMW Earle's Fork (1952-1968) Gathering owners across Aus-
tralia, current and previous, along with all other BMW riders 
are invited and welcome to be part of this  event. 
 
Supporting the RFDS Pudding Log. Tired bikes on trailers very 
welcome. Bring any old pamphlets, pictures, trivia and stories 
to share. 
 

RSVP 13th February 2023 to Henninghpj333@gmail.com or 
0457 034 488 
Meet & Greet Dinner:  Doodle Cooma Arms Hotel, cnr Sladen 
& Ivor Sts, Henty NSW -   02 6929 3013 
Quote "Earle's Fork" when booking. 
 
Entry (with badge, sticker, magnet        $35 
Saturday lunch           $25 
Saturday night dinner presentation       $35 
Merchandise: 
Polo Shirt                        $35 
Tool Box Cloth            $15 
Whisky Glass                        $30 
 
Payment and info:  www.bmwtcnsw.org.au 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 
1st - 7th July 
 
100 Years Celebration - BMW Motorrad Days, Berlin Germany. 
Expression of interest required - Steve Treloar (BMWTCNSW)  
0439 739 876 
 

 
 
Xmas Party 
Fourteen BMW's departed the Hinze Dam Cafe on the Satur-
day morning after breakfast and headed south to attend the 
Christmas Party weekend at Ballina.  From the rear it was 
quite a site to see the group wind their way along the ' Hinze 
Raceway' then cruise  through the picturesque Numinbah 
Valley. 
 
 How lucky for us when we were able to negotiate our way 
under a huge fallen tree (that the tree tops couldn't do) which 
had fallen across the roadway. We had just made our way to 
the other side when the police arrived and no doubt they 
would have closed the road which meant that we would have 
had to backtrack to the Coast. 
 
It was good to see a few of our new members attending on 
their first outing with the club.  By all accounts everyone had a 
great time with lots of laughs.  Even the weather gods were 
kind.  

Bore x stroke:   102.5 mm x 76 mm 
Capacity:    1,254 cc 
Max torque:   143 Nm at 6,250 rpm 
Compression ratio:   12.5:1 
Mixture control:    Electronic intake pipe injection / digital engine 
management system -  BMS-Ο with throttle -by-wire 

Performance/fuel consumption:   4.75 l per 100 km 
Fuel type:    Super unleaded 95 ROZ/RON, 90 AKI 
Alternator:   Permanent magnet alternator with 508 W 
(nominal power) 
Battery:    12V / 12 Ah, maintenance-free 
Clutch:     Multiplate clutch in oil bath, anti-hopping clutch 
Gearbox:    Claw-shifted 6-speed gearbox with helical gears 
Drive:      Cardan 
Frame:    Steel tube frame with load-bearing engine, steel 
tube sub-frame 
Front wheel:    Upside-down telescopic fork 
Rear wheel:     Cast aluminium single-sided swingarm with 
BMW Motorrad Paralever, WAD shock absorber, spring 
preload continuously adjustable hydraulically by handwheel  
rebound damping adjustable by handwheel 
Suspension:     Front  140 mm   /  Rear  140 mm 
Wheelbase:     1,512 mm 
Wheels:      Front   3.50 x 17   /  Rear  5.50 x 17 
Tyres:     Front 120/70 ZR17     /  Rear  180/55 ZR17 
Brakes:    Front - Twin disc brake, floating brake discs, 
320mm dia, 4-piston radial brake caliper 
Rear -  Single disc brake, 276mm dia, 2-piston floating cali-
per 
ABS:   BMW Motorrad Integral ABS Pro (partial integral, 

FOR SALE 
1 x  BMW Motorrad Casual Jacket  XL 
1 x  BMW Motorrad Jacket -showerproof  XL 
2  x  BMW Leather Belts  XXL 
1 x  BMW  Rainsuit  (full length)   Medium 
       Contact Lyn:  0451 199 093 
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ADVERTISING 

Click on the Business advertisements to be taken to their websites 

http://www.ballinamotorcycles.com.au/
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The views expressed herein are those of the writer or contributors and 

not necessarily reflect on official Club policy. Contributions should be ad-

dress to the secretary at the email shown on this page. All other corre-

spondence should be addressed to:                     

The Secretary   

14 Longview Court                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Nerang,  QLD 4211                                                                                                

Member of the International Council of BMW Clubs 

Contact Us 
 
President (C) 
Steve Bryant 
E: bryantsteve55@gmail.com 
P: 0411 201 646 
 
Vice President © 
Lyn Dyne 
E: kenlyn5@bigpond.com 
 
Secretary © 
John Vanzino 
Mob: 0414 988 619 
E: secretary@bmwmocgc.org.au 
 
Treasurer © 
Gordon McLister 
E: treasurer@bmwmocgc.org.au 
 
Event Coordinator 
Adrian Headan 
E: acheadon12@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor/ Ride  co-
Ordinator 
Ken Madsen 
Mob: 0417 100 850 
E: ken@madsenproperty.com.au 
 
Club Delegate 
John Eacott 
E: johneacott@me.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information about our club 
Click Here: 
BMW Motorcycle Owners Club 
( Gold Coast) INC 
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